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The beginning
November 30, 2013
In one night, everything changed: the police brutally beat the 
protestors on Maidan. One of the videos of that event circulating 
on the Internet was made by a person we know. So it must be true! 
Consciousness hardly comprehends the scale of the violence that 
occurred. I wander aimlessly around the room, I ask my husband: 
are you awake? (it’s early morning) He said: «Yes, we’re headed 
toward «Belarus!»»He said that. We made it to the square that very 
day. There are so many people, and I think: maybe it will pass, we 
won’t become «Belarus».
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Continuation/Level #1. December 10, 2013.
An sms from Zhenya at 5:12 a.m.: «I’m on Independence Square 
(On Maidan). I’m not sure if we’ll be able to meet tomorrow. Let’s 
call each other. It’s not all that bad. More and more people keep 
coming.» At 5:20 a.m.: «They (Berkut riot police) are trying to 
consolidate. Resistance continues. I’ve been here for so long, I’m 
freezing...» She is one of those being squeezed in by the sheilds of 
the riot police. The next night I wake up at 5 a.m. and look at my 
phone. And I leave the television on to quickly glance at EspresoTV: 
how is everything on Maidan?... And this goes on for the rest of 
the winter months. Awaiting violence of a scale that may surpass 
anything ever experienced. 
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Level #2
December 11, 2013
Barricades. I watch them being constructed and cry. Violence is in-
evitable.

M38%6 #3
9 ('0"*( 2&1\. 
C]);2'32 34 803882*" – 9"*': B*"'"8%> %8%*0"$% 
6318/. ^%7. 9% 6%5'"82 6*.B"53. L%535% 9"$%6, 
1$24%8%#30%B% B"4", 1028%-D.5%0@< B*"'"8 3 *243'%0@< 9.$/ 
13$%0363 319%$/4.:8 %B'218*2$/'%2 %*.732. _ .8*. 
.4'"25 9*% 92*0@2 72*80@. C%4'"'32  1 8*.-%5 0521838 
'"13$32, *"452* 6%8%*%B% 9*20@138 92*2738@2 %9@8@… 
Level #3
January 19, 2014
From Twitter – a young man’s hand was torn off by a grenade. I’m 
pacing in circles around the room. Besides batons, tear gas, stun 
grenades and rubber bullets, the riot police are using firearms. By 
morning we will learn of the first casualties. Consciousness hardly 
comprehends the violence, whose scale surpasses anything ever 
experienced...
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Level #4
When I meet people who are indifferent to the political crisis, I 
get upset. The absence of unity produces a feeling of impotence in 
the face of inevitable violence – Maidan «stands», the authorities 
refuse to negotiate with the protestors. 
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Limit
February 18, 2014
I am drawing the Parliament building, smoky from exploding gre-
nades (we just came from there). For a short while drawing dis-
tracts me from thinking: what will happen tonight, tomorrow, after 
tomorrow? Over the following days in the area around Maidan 
and on Maidan up to 100 people will be killed, up to 3000 will be 
injured. Besides batons, tear gas, stun grenades and rubber bullets, 
sniper rifles and Kalashnikovs will be used against the protestors. 
Consciousness has reached the limit of comprehending the scale of 
the violence that has occurred. Action emerges at the limit...
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Action
February 22, 2014
I am standing with a sewing machine in the city center and 
thinking: unarmed and protesters without protective gear were 
being shot by people in bulletproof vests and helmets... That’s not 
right, everybody should be on equal terms. I don’t know whether 
it’s legal to sew bulletproof vests. We will agree: everyone has the 
right to talk about this impending experience, but without naming 
the participants. In three days I will try on our first bulletproof 
vest. I will do several squats. Immediately afterward my collarbone 
will hurt from the weight of 37 titanium plates. We will give 25 
bulletproof vests to the protesters. After action that emerged from 
the limit, a state of amnesia sets in – the desire to forget these 
experiences...
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Amnesia
On the 28th I cannot remember what happened to me over the 
past ten days... I take 10 pieces of paper and recollect... Amnesia is 
when memory stops working. But without memory there can be no 
imagination – there is nothing from which to construct. Forgetting, 
we deprive ourselves of future creativity. 
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Memory
I am watching the movie «Hunger Games 2», a fog is moving from 
the forest toward the heroine, and it will burn her – I jump out of 
my chair and run around the room. The recollection of tear gas that 
I felt on February 18 will happen by association while watching 
a scene from a fanstasy film. Memory will «come to life» despite 
amnesia. The endeavor to «not forget» is fed by grief. 
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Grief
I am drawing flowers in tires. They were left for those killed... But 
grief can «outgrow itself» and become numbness. 
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Numbness
There is no strength for action, no place in consciousness to hold 
new experiences of violence... I manage to look at myself from 
without: I am in our, my own, home and it is beautiful with all our 
pets and plants... Numbness should be followed by awakening...

L*%).7-2'32 #1
j)38@2 3 7K186%18/ )@$3 1 -0.< 18%*%'. E 9%'35": 
A8% 9%1$2 018*2#3 1 C"D2>. ( -%9.16":, #8% '" =">-"'2 . 
9*%8218.:;3< )@$3 %<%8'3#/3 *.7/(
Awakening #1 
There were casualties and violence on both sides. I understand this 
after meeting Sasha.
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Awakening #2
We get together to help one another in situations where people 
don’t believe us... We are reading Dasha’s correspondence* with 
a German art theorist... I am drawing her in the doorway of a 
Viennese cafe, so, if he invites you for coffee, will you accept? She 
says, «Yes!» We make varenyky to calm down. Over the course 
of two weeks I read letters from my friends in Sweden, Germany, 
Poland, Austria, Singapore, Australia. The question is one and 
the same: there is a lot of talk about fascist involvement in the 
new government, is it true? I will respond with one phrase: it is 
absolutely not true, sure there are some like nationalistic oriented 
politicians as in each government, even in EU.
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Awakening #3
Toy weapons should not be sold in the children’s department.
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* It’s catastrophically sad. I just saw the results of propaganda on 
the face of a very intelligent and respected academic. Even more 
surprising – he is not Russian, but German, living in Austria. An 
art historian and theorist. I saw a post where he calls Svoboda, 
Batkivshchyna and the Right Sector Nazis, and his point was that 
ours was a Nazi revolution. I tried to open a dialogue (we are 
friends in real life, not just on FB). He says that the revolution 
is run by Nazis who are manipulating the rest of us. When I say 
that the main Nazi is Putin – who is seizing our land, my friend 
replies – Putin is protecting his country (the Russian-speaking 
population). “Russians were just forbidden to speak their language 
in public places, is that the tollerant democracy or more the 
expression of Nazis?” Or “I do not like Putin, but he is for sure NOT 
a Nazi. He protects his country.” “I thought all you wonderful artists 
and humanities people would be more green, pirates or social 
democrats…” “You killed many policemen.”

No arguments or links can shift his view, even the fact that I am 
here and see with my own eyes is no argument. I expected this 
from my father’s sister in Moscow, a typical sort of woman, but not 
from a well-known academic whose books are cited by others! I am 
sad and confused. He says that Europe does not support us because 
we are Nazis.
Curtain.

Here is one more hit from our correspondence: “Didn’t the shooting 
start after the international minister came in and Janucovich 
signed a contract that ther will be new elections, this year, in 
the meantime there would be a democratic government, but for 
the nazis this was not enough, they asked their comrads to bring 
weapons on Maydan - something no government can allow - 
and then they started to shoot at the police, trying to attack the 
parliament, even with snipers, and then the police shoot back and 
killed 100, mostly Svoboda people..??”
He is trying to convince me that those killed were mostly Svoboda 
supporters. 
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The beginning
March 1, 2014
We are smoking. I have not smoked in 20 years. Neither has he. We 
simply don’t know how to ease the tension. Not by drinking alcohol! 
I distinctly remember our fear: tomorrow they will be here, not only 
in Crimea. Then we say to one another: «the war has started», «the 
war has started». The following day I wrote in FB  

Oops... Getting phone calls from my EU friends, it
looks like some of them did not get it... So I would like
to say one more time that I am a strong supporter of
Maidan and I recognize the new government as legal.
I have always spoken Russian in Ukraine, including
today, and nobody has ever forbidden or stopped me
from doing so. I am ready to comment and answer any
questions about what is happening in Ukraine. What
is going on in Crimea is the russian intervention in
Ukraine’s domestic affairs and can even be considered
an invasion.
— Alevtina Kakhidze’s Facebook post,
March 2, 2014

That day a rifle appears in our home. Rather, my husband takes it 
out of the safe and puts it in the corner. It will get dusty. Awaiting 
violence.
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Continuation. Level #1
March 17-19
I am going toward those Russian flags – to see a rally in Donetsk. 
I don’t think it’s right to approach. I get some fliers from the rally 
from an elderly Jewish woman. She will consider it necessary to 
make some corrections in red... Lies on a grand scale mark the 
threshold of violence.
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Level #2 
May
Checkpoints appear in my mother’s town. A neighbor of ours keeps 
watch at one of them, and the fact that my mother is not afraid to 
walk past him frightens me a hundred times more. Awaiting vio-
lence of a scale that is hard to imagine.

M38%6 #3
U:'/
c8% 34 9*211-1$.7)@ H!b — 9%-"*%6 _"83. M _3202 
3< '2 -%)@8/. ³%$/6% %-'" 34 '3< «6*2"830'"(», 8", 
#8% 1 9*243-2'8%5 — '2.5218'% 40.#38 0 5%2> B%$%02… 
=%K 1%4'"'32 '2 5%728 0521838/ 9*%31<%-(;G. E 
8"5 '2 '"<%7.1/. ?8 )2113$3( ( $%0$: 12)( '" 5@1$3: ( 
1%9*%830$(8/1( 0125. *%113>16%5. 0% 5'2… ?86*@0": 
H%$3'. (( $:)3$" 2K 183<3): «!2 9.16">82 9%A8" 0 
L"*37, %' 8"5 012 9%4").-28…», ( -.5":: 0'.8*2''(( 
%B*"'3#2''%18/ 3 18*25$2'32 %B*"'3#30"8/ 10%)%-. -*.B%B%! 
_*3431 3-2'83#'%183 %)@#'% '"18.9"28 9%- 0%4-2>180325 
0'2D'3< T"68%*%0.
Level #3
June
This is from the press service of the Donetsk People’s Republic – 
it’s a present from Katya. You can’t find these in Kyiv. Only one 
of them is «creative», the one with the president – it sounds 
incongruous in my mind... My consciousness cannot comprehend 
what is happening. I am not there. Out of weakness I catch myself 
thinking: how will I resist everything Russian in me... I open Dolina 
(I like her poems): «Don’t let a poet go to Paris, there he will forget 
everything...», I think: internal restriction and the aspiration to 
restrict the freedom of another! Identity crisis is usually brought on 
by external factors. 
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Level #4
July–first two weeks of August. My mother’s town is flooded with 
people with weapons and military equipment. Cash machines don’t 
work. My consciousness cannot comprehend the image of what is 
happening. It must be the limit. Action is imperative. 
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Action
My mother does not want to leave town. This is her position: 
«I did not vote in the referendum, I don’t support the idea of a new 
republic, what reason do I have for leaving, that I was content with 
everything before?» We talk about how to outfit her basement: yes, 
bring some water... August 16, 2014. The National Guard will enter 
Zhdanovka! When I find out, I will cancel all my engagements and 
wait. In the evening, her number lights up on my phone, and I will 
suddenly wonder: what if it’s not her? I will hear my mother’s voice: 
«Alya, Zhdanovka was shelled...» She had been in the basement 
since morning and will spend every day of the following week 
there. Then she will forget to tell me that there was shelling...
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Amnesia
- Nadia, I want to give you a curtain. Your windows were blown 
out, so there must no longer be curtains...? I’ll draw the view from 
your window on the curtain with a special marker. Say, of your 
garden?
- No, the garden was hit, there’s only a burnt apricot tree left. 
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Memory
Mortar fire – I got it in Semenovka, a suburb of Slavyansk, where 
no intact building remains. I went there, closer to my mother, to feel 
«in the flesh», to understand, so that there would be something to 
remember. 
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Grief
My mother’s address is 23 Parakhomenko St. At 23 Parakhomenko 
St. a 30-year-old woman was killed that day – August 16. My 
mother sees her parents every day – the mother in black, the father 
– turned grey, he went grey in that one day. 
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Numbness
September 18
They don’t stop shooting in the area around Zhdanovka... After each 
of my mother’s refusals to leave Zhdanovka and come stay with us 
in Kyiv, I feel numb – I want sex, I look at the sky and flowers... This 
is numbness or the limits of my consciousness to comprehend the 
ongoing violence. Numbness should be followed by awakening and 
action. If I hold out. 
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Awakening #1
In Semenovka, where no intact buildings remain, I will meet only 
four living people: who shot at you? Each one will have his/her own 
version of an answer. It’s possible to not find the truth. One has to 
learn to live without it. 
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Awakening #2
People quickly get used to abnormal life without water and gas, 
with gunshots all around every day.
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Awakening #3
It becomes harder and harder to not sell toy weapons in the chil-
dren’s department.
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Action
I signed up to teach drawing in a school, I told them up front that 
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